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Kirk Session Meetings

The Kirk Session will meet in the Church Hall for ordinary business at 7.30 p.m. on the

following dates.

6th March 2012

24™ April 2012 5™ June 2012 (if required)

Material for the Spring issue of the "Chronicle” should be in the hands of the Session
Clerk, no later than Sunday 12™ February 2012. All things being equal, the magazine
will be ready for distribution on Sunday, 4th March, 2012.
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The Manse
Dear Friends,

Pause for Thought - "When God was a Rabbit."
"Do you believe in God, Arthur?" 1 said, eating the last piece of sponge.

"Do | believe in an old man in the clouds with a white beard, judging us
mortals with a moral code from one to ten?

Good Lord, no, my sweet Elly, 1 do not! | would have been cast out from
this life years ago with my tatty history.

But, do | believe in a mystery; the unexplained phenomenon that is life
itself. The greater something that illuminates inconsequence in our lives,
that gives us something to strive for as well as the humility to brush
ourselves down and start all over again.

Then yes, | do. It is the source of art, of beauty, of love and proffers the
ultimate goodness to humankind.

That to me is God. That is what | believe."

An extract from the above novel, adapted by KFH

% 3k gk ke ok

Sunday 16th October marked the beginning of the new pilot linkage with
St. Stephen's & West Parish Church in Broughty Ferry. For an initial period
of one year the Rev'd James A. Roy and | will share the ecclesiastical
oversight of both congregations in an attempt to assist The Church of
Scotland in a national programme of rationalisation.

When Jim Roy is in the pulpit at St. Mary's, | will be at St. Stephen's &
West. Early indications are that this new venture has a promising future.

Keith F. Hall



SUNDAY SERVICES

December

04 11 am. Morning Worship Rev James A Roy
Advent 11

17 11am. Christmas Family Service The Minister
and Sunday School Presentation”

18 1l1am. Service of Lessons & Carols The Minister

25 lam. Christmas Day : Holy Communion The Minister

January

01 11am. Short Devotional Service The Minister
(Side Aisle Chapel)

o8 11am. Morning Worship The Minister

15 11am. Morning Worship The Minister
Sunday School Resumes

22 11am. Morning Worship Rev James A Roy

29 11am. Morning Worship Rev James A Roy

February

05 11am. Kirking of the Guildry The Minister
Sacrament of Baptism

12 1lam. Morning Worship The Minister

19 1lam. Morning Worship Rev James A Roy

26 1lam. Morning Worship The Minister



PARISH REGISTER

BAPTISMS

"A little child shall lead them."

27™ November 2011, Ryan Ness McArthur Wilson, infant son of Robert
& Lynne Wilson, 8 Lawers Road, Broughty Ferry, Dundee

IN MEMORIAM

"When death these mortal eyes shall seal,
And still this throbbing heart,
The rending veil shall thee reveal
All glorious as thou art.”

14 September, Bette Horne, 15 Rosemount Crescent, Birkhill.
18™ September, Dorothy Laird, Brookfield Care Home, Carnoustie.
18™ September, Ian Parker, 38 Balgavies Avenue, Craigiebank, Dundee.
22" September, Bert Smith, Newtonmore Shelter Housing Complex,
formerly Blackscroft, Dundee.
26™ September, Doreen Brodie, 10 Sunart Street, Barnhill, Dundee.
26™ September, Audrey Cumming, 25 Fintryside, Dundee.
26™ September, Patrick McGhee, 4 Arklay Street,
formerly Blackscroft Mission, Dundee.
27™ September, George Dalziel Bell, 2 Netherton Terrace, Dundee.
28™ September, Betty Wolarski, 32 Anton Drive, Barnhill, Dundee.

11™ October, Vi Johnston, Craighead Care Home, Newport.
25™ October, Joe Birmingham, 12c Moncur Crescent, Dundee.
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Financial Presentation to the Congregation

On 23™ October 2011 Mr Kenneth Murray gave the following report to the
Congregation on our financial position.

“Ladies and Gentlemen,

T have been asked by the Finance Committee of the Kirk Session to offer

you, the members of St. Mary's, a simple explanation of our finances. Our
financial structure is complicated but I want to concentrate on three aspects:-

1) Our Assets

"As a congregation we are extremely fortunate that our forefathers
accumulated substantial assets over many years. This, our ‘family silver’, has
become the foundation upon which our finances today are built. We have a
portfolio of stocks and shares which is professionally managed on our behalf.
You will, T am sure, be aware that financial markets across the world have
experienced considerable turmoil, particularly over the last few months. Whilst
we are not in any way complacent, this really becomes an issue for us only when
we need to sell any of the holdings in our portfolio. The key principle is that we
would want to avoid being a forced seller and rather that we plan carefully for
any eventuality that requires us to realise cash proceeds. Our portfolio of
securities was worth just over £1 million as at 30 September.

2) Our Income

"Our income comes primarily from two sources, firstly from our assets. We
have asked our investment manager to ensure that the income stream from our
portfolio is at least maintained and indeed enhanced where opportunities arise.
In 2011, we expect to receive around £38K, a higher yield than the average
from the Stock Market. In other words, our assets are working hard to
generate income for us. Of this £38K, the use to which we can put £14K is
restricted under the legal tferms covering the gifting of the underlying assets,
£5K is used to cover fabric costs, leaving £19K to use against our expenses.

"Our second source of income is from you, the members. This includes weekly
offerings and other donations and, very importantly, the tax that St. Mary's
can reclaim from the Government on gift aided freewill offerings. In total, we
expect this o amount o £63K in 2011. This gives us a total unrestricted
income of £82K.



3) Our Expenditure

"By far the largest single item of expenditure is our Ministry and Mission allocation, our
contribution to the wider work of the Church. This is calculated by 121 George Street
and in 2011, amounts to nearly £58K. Our other costs, including heat and light, insurance
efc are budgeted to cost £43K. As many of you will be aware, the Kirk Session has
pared this expenditure back, eliminating costs that are deemed not to be essential and
there is little more that can be done in this regard. So in total, our expenditure is in the
region of £101K.

“Taking our income of £82K into account, we have a budgeted loss of £19K. I hope that I
have made our position clear for 2011 and would add that projections for future years
look even more bleak.

"So what can we do about it?

"Firstly, we ask that you, our ever faithful members, review your level of giving on an
annual basis. If you are able to give a little more, then every penny helps. Please
remember that you can instruct your bank to make regular payments via Standing Order.

“Secondly, we ask that all those who pay tax on their income sign a Gift Aid Declaration
form. This allows St. Mary's to reclaim 20% of your givings back from the Government.
In addition, you can claim tax relief on your givings at your highest rate of tax.

"Now some of you may be wondering why we are sitting on £1 million of assets and yet we
are looking to increase our income. Allow me to recap on what I said about our assets.
Our £1 million generates £38 K of income. If we sell some of these shares, then we
obviously receive the proceeds of the sale to use to pay our expenditure. But if we no
longer have the asset, no income is generated in future and the £38K decreases, causing
a bigger problem next year.

"So in summary, we are in a difficult situation with losses projected for this year and
beyond, losses which can only be covered from our reserves, thus decreasing our capacity
to earn income in the future.

"The Treasurer and the Finance Committee closely monitor all aspects of our finances on
an ongoing basis and they decided that it was important that you, the congregation, were
made aware of the position. I hope that I have explained the situation in such a way that
everyone now has a better understanding.

"If anyone has any questions or would like to discuss any aspect of what I have said, T
will be in the Huntingdon Aisle after the Service. I also have a supply of forms covering
both Standing Orders and Gift Aid Declarations if anyone would like one.”
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Linking with St Stephens and West

On 9™ October the Session Clerk explained to the congregation why there was to
be a trial linking of St Mary's and St Stephen's and West Church, Broughty
Ferry. Here is what he said.

"From time to time there are in the press gloomy articles lamenting the fact that
the number of Church members throughout Scotland continues to fall, and so
does the number of ministers. The question is asked: Where is the Church going?

"The General Assembly is aware of this and has instructed every Presbytery to
show how the work of the Church could be carried out in its area if it were to
have fewer ministers. In Dundee we are expected to lose 7.2 ministers, deacons
and parish workers by 2014. This will leave about 28 ministers in post.

"The stage has been reached in Dundee where Presbytery has asked each
congregation to submit in writing by the end of this October 2011 a statement
describing how it assists the mission of the Church at present and how it intends
to do so in the future. It is not the case that if a congregation becomes vacant,
it can automatically expect to be allowed to call a minister. Even if a congregation
has a minister, it can be asked to consider uniting with a vacant one. Sometimes
this request can be difficult to refuse.

"All Churches are vulnerable. The fact that we are the City Church of Dundee
and have always been fortunate in being able to meet our commitments by paying
large sums of money for the work of the Church (over £60,000 last year) does
not make us any less vulnerable than any other.

"We have therefore had to consider very carefully what we should do in order to
act in the best interests of St Mary's.

"We looked around and saw that there could be mutual benefit by St Mary's
entering into an informal pilot linking arrangement with St Stephen's and West
Church in Broughty Ferry .

"We chose this congregation because in many ways it is a congregation not unlike
our own. It became vacant when its minister retired. It was then told by Presby-
tery that it would not be allowed to call a successor. It wishes to preserve its
identity and does not wish to enter into a formal union with another congregation.
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It is very go-ahead and has active youth organisations. When its spire was
damaged by lightning, it paid for the repairs by using the proceeds from the sale
of its manse together with money obtained from special fund-raising events.

"I should explain the difference between a linking and a union. If two
congregations are linked formally, they share a minister, but retain their
identities and function in all other respects in the same way as before. They
retain their Kirk Sessions. If two congregations are united, they become one
congregation with one Kirk Session and usually meet for worship in one of
their buildings. Often, the other building is sold.

"What we are proposing is that for a trial period of one year in the first instance
our two congregations be linked informally (NOT united). If after one year, the
trial linking is successful, we can ask Presbytery to formalise it. If it is not
successful, the trial will be terminated. If desired, the trial period can be
extended. During the frial period, there are NO financial implications.

"The trial linkage has been approved by both Kirk Sessions and is being explained
to the congregation of St Stephen's and West this morning. [9™ October]

"The Interim Moderator at St Stephen's and West is Rev James Roy. He is
wholeheartedly in favour of the linkage and will do all that he can to support it.
He gets on well with Mr Hall. He and Mr Hall will work as a team and will
exchange pulpits from fime to time.

"If and when the linkage is formalised, Mr Hall will become the minister of the
linked charge and our manse will be the manse of the linked charge. Both
congregations would share the costs of stipend and any repairs required at the
manse. We are not at that stage, however, and at the moment there are no
financial implications.

T am sure that there are various ways in which we can help St Stephen'’s and
there are various ways in which they can help us. T wondered if we should invite
their members to come to our Guild and Wednesday Club. T am sure they would
reciprocate.

"We feel that by going ahead with the trial linking we are acting in the best
interests of both congregations and we hope you will support us.”
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Dr 6raham's Homes in Kalimpong, India

You will remember that our sponsorship of a young boy from a very poor
Indian family, Ryan Neil, at Dr Graham’'s Homes in Kalimpong came to a rather
sudden end after the Kirk Session heard that the child had been withdrawn from
school by his parents in the summer of 2010. While we have not lost touch with
the school, the Kirk Session has not initiated another sponsorship for the time
being.

The recent Newsletter from the UK committee supporting Dr Graham's
Homes told of some very ill-timed news: an earthquake in the mountainous area
where the school is situated has destroyed or damaged about ten of the school
buildings and residential cottage homes where the children live in term time. No
child was hurt but this is a major blow for the school authorities and, although
the properties are insured, it will cost a lot to reconstruct and replace the
damaged buildings.

If you are in the Church Hall in the next few weeks, please take a
moment to read the Dr Graham's Homes Newsletter yourself and remember the
work of reconstruction in your prayers. The Chairman of the Dr Graham's Homes
Board has launched an Earthquake Relief Appeal to raise funds and in the UK, all
donations towards the appeal can be sent to either:

James MacHardy, Appeal Convener Dr Graham's Homes Earthquake Relief Appeal,
"Roseisle”, Sawbridge Road, Bishop's Stortford, CM22 7DR or Anne Hoggan,
Earthquake Appeal Secretary, 7 Robertson Road, Cupar, Fife, KY15 5YR

Further information is to be found on the Homes and UK websites:
www.drgrahamshomes.net and

www.drgrahamshomes.co.uk

Patricia L Hourd

Blythswood Care Trust

Warmest thanks to all who contributed so generously to the sterling work of
Blythswood Care. £415.10 was collected at our Harvest Thanksgiving Service in
October. Added to this donation were 16 beautifully wraped shoe-boxes groaning
with "goodies" all gifted by the boys and girls of our Sunday School. Altogether a
splendid response from the family at St. Mary's for orphans in Romania.

KFH
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A Word about the Music

It's Advent, Christmas and Epiphany again so certain pieces crop up year on year. O thou
the central orb is one of a number of favourites that is returning once again: however, you
may hotice a slight change in the text though - “transforming day to souls” has been
corrected to “transforming clay to souls” which makes a lot more sense.

All the choral music throughout the Advent/ Christmas season is in English with the
exception of Rorate Coeli by Josef Rheinberger. A translation of this Advent antiphon
would be:

Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the just

Let the earth be opened and send forth a Saviour.

The organ music over Advent/Christmas is, as always, related to the season: various
settings of chorale melodies by composers such as Bach, Lemmens and the very prolific
anon. A number of these works are quite simple in construction: Lemmens’ “Creator alme
siderum” (Creator of the starry skies), Zachow's "In Dulci Jubilo” (In sweet rejoicing) and
anon’s "Nun komm der Heiden Heiland" (Now come, saviour of the peoples) are quite simple
settings with the melody at the top of the texture. The latter melody seems to have been
one of Bach's favourites - 2 cantatas are based on it and a number of organ settings have

come down to us. BWV599 is taken from his Orgelbuchlein "Little Organ Book".

Also featured over Christmas is the French composer Daquin - 2 Noels from his collection
of Nouveau Livre... the Noél Suisse is one of his best known works and this will be
followed by his Noél Etranger the following week. And just to keep the theme going,
Dubois’ take on the Noél will precede the service on Christmas Day.

Into the New Year sees chorale preludes still dominating the organ music - Bach again
strongly featured but other composers include Karg-Elert (from his mammoth Op65
collection) and also more modern composers such as Dupré.

Fun though chorale preludes are (and it is satisfying to play music appropriate to the
season), I've been missing playing larger works so I've decided that from first January,
one Sunday a month will feature a Bach Prelude and Fugue. It seems appropriate to start
in C major so BWV 531 will be the first one performed in the series. Unfortunately it
starts with a pedal solo but at least the date ensures a smaller audience....

One of the suggested readings for 22/1/12 is the story of Jesus changing water into wine
at a wedding feast so the RSCM have suggested playing various pieces from Heilscher's
Californian Wine Suite. With titles like Cabernet Sauvighon (Fanfare), how could an
organist resist? Before the service a Chardonnay (Pavane) will be served and during the
offering we'll take advantage of Late Harvest (Reverie). It's the only organ book that
contains a guide to wines that I know of!

Graeme Stevenson
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Christmas

It is about a birth

That changed history.
The baby was like

No other child.

High and low came

To pay him homage
Because a star

Had led the way.

The calendar now

Began a new era.

When the baby grew up
He asked his friends
“Who do you think T am?”
He himself knew the truth -
A truth hard to believe,
Because this was

The Creator himself
Entered upon the stage
Of human history,

So that man

Would see his face

And hear his voice

And learn the way

To fullness of life.
Twelve men were the first
To know who he was,

But others called him

An imposter.

So they killed him

And thought

The event was over.

But it wasn't.

He was the Lord of life.
After they crucified him
He was still there
Training his men to go out
And change the world
With his message -

The message of Love for us all.
So the message

Has crossed the centuries
And we still hear it.
Christmas comes

Year by year,

And the message still
Lightens the lives

Of all those

Who know who he is.

So who could but celebrate
The birth of that child,
Who still calls us all

To keep company with him
Who is for ever

The Way, the Truth

And the Life.

L. David Levison

The Blessing of the Kindling

At the kindling of my fire
Kindle thou in my heart,
A flame of love to my neighbour,

To my foe, to my friend, to my kindred all,
To the brave, to the knave, to the thrall,
Kindle thou in my heart a flame of love
To the lowliest thing that liveth to the
Highest name of all.



Choral Scholarship Scheme

I am delighted to tfell you that we have appointed five Choral Scholars for
2011/12.

Mia Oudeh (Soprano), from Dunfermline, is currently in her fourth year of
Psychology at Dundee University. As well as her studies, Mia enjoys piano
playing, musical theatre and, of course, singing. She is a member of Dundee
University Operatic Society and played Claudia Procula in their production of
'Jesus Christ Superstar' last year. She is now rehearsing for their next show
'Spring Awakening' where she will be playing Thea.

Alice Harrold (Soprano) is from Dublin and is in her 2nd year, studying English
with Spanish. She sang with three choirs while at school, St Patrick's
Cathedral Girls' Choir, St Louis School Choir and The Young Dublin Singers.
She also plays the recorder and is part of the Airlie Recorder Consort at the
University.

Julie Danskin (Soprano), a native of Dundee, is a collector of degrees from the
University of Dundee. She completed her History degree in 2010,

finished her Masters in Scottish History in September 2011, and is now
beginning her PhD, specialising in the history of the Scottish Enlightenment.
She has been a member of Dundee University Chamber Choir for five years,
and has previously sung in various church choirs.

Rebecca Crook (Contralto), from Edinburgh, is in her third year of medicine.
She also sings with the University Chamber Choir. Prior to arriving in Dundee,
Becci had voice lessons at school and was part of the school choir, taking part
in many performances.

Timmy Tarr (Bass) from Edinburgh is a first year student studying
microbiology. He attended Merchiston Castle School where he sang in the
Chapel Choir, the Choral Society and a close harmony group and enjoyed music
tours to both France and Canada.

We are most fortunate to have these five fine young musicians in our midst and
I know that you will make each of them most welcome in St. Mary's.

K M Murray
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The Guild

It is nearly the end of the first session of the Guild and we celebrated our 85™
year with a Birthday Party on Tuesday, 22" November, in the Church Hall. We were
delighted to have the Lydian Singers and the Eden Handbell Ringers to entertain us at
this event which was followed by afternoon tea. The proceeds of this event went to
the Ministerial Council - A Place for Hope - which is one of our Guild projects.

Our syllabus for January and February has some interesting speakers.

January 17 Jessie Jordan, The Dundee Spy
Speaker - Dr Andrew Jeffrey
January 31 The Women of Robert Burns (female relations)
Speaker - Andrew Clegg
February 14  Laurel & Hardy
Speaker - Dr Martin Hepworth
February 28 West Highland Way
Speaker - Rev 6. Campbell
Anyone is welcome to come along and join us on any of these dates.

Our fundraising Coffee Morning takes place on Saturday, 3" March 2012, featuring
the Barber Shop Quartet 4 in a Bar, who will entertain you whilst enjoying your coffee/
tea.  Please put this in your 2012 DIARY.

Elizabeth Ogilvie (Co-ordinator)

Summer Visitors

At its meeting in September the Kirk Session said "thank you" to Mrs
Joyce King for once again arranging for people to be present in order to
welcome visitors to the Church when it was open on weekdays during the
summer, and again on Doors Open Day. We are particularly grateful to Joyce
because ensuring that we have people on duty in Church is not something she
can do by waving a magic wand. It is a time-consuming exercise, but I know
she feels it is a very worthwhile one. The Kirk Session would also like to thank
everyone who came to welcome our visitors.

This year, we had 378 visitors on weekdays. This was the highest
number since 2004 when 523 came to St Mary's. On Doors Open Day this year
there were 81 visitors. This was encouraging because on the last occasion
when we took part in the Doors Open project, 67 people visited us.

It is pleasing to note that our visitors are usually impressed by St Mary's
and like the Dundee area. Some live locally, but many come from
England , Wales, France, Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Canada,
USA, Australia, New Zealand and elsewhere.

K.C.Deas.
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The Wednesday Club

In September, to start off the season instead of a Wine and Cheese Evening, the
committee hosted a very successful Quiz Night. This proved to be good fun with
winners, losers and teams in-between all enjoying the event.

The October meeting brought us an excellent presentation on ‘Route 66' by Malcolm
McCrow. The films and accompanying commentary were very professional. Malcolm has
many more shows in his repertoire, which would no doubt be of interest to the Guild as
well as the Wednesday Club in future.

The November meeting will have taken place by the time this is printed. Derek
Robertson the renowned local wildlife and landscape artist is giving the club an
illustrated talk about 'Bird Ringing'. An exhibition of some of his paintings was held
recently at Discovery Point, and his work is shown in galleries across the world.

On December 14 we are to have a buffet meal in the hall, following the successful
format of previous years with everyone being asked to 'Bring a Dish'. Graeme Stevenson
and some members of the choir are kindly going to provide musical entertainment.

The meetings in the new year are as follows:-

January 18 'Colin Gibson - Nature Diarist' by his daughter Gillian Zealand

February 15 "HELM Training' by Dee McIntosh, project director. This is a training
workshop based at the Sea Captain's House, which is in our parish

March 14 AGM followed by Andrew Gray giving a talk about 'Living with Asperger's’

Dorothy Forrester

Congregational Giving

August
28th £470.70
September
4th £498.00
11th £358.00
18th £510.20
25th £408.00
October
2nd £397.00
9th £551.90
16th £408.00
23rd £743.50
30th £473.10
November
6th £510.50
14th £997.20
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December 2011
Mrs P.L. Hourd

Mr A.A. Gray

Mrs K.E. B. McLeod
Mr S.C. Henderson
Dr A.D. Sands

Mr J. Burke

Mr N.P. Gray

Dr A.C. Hourd

February 2012
Mr J.K. Mearns
Mr D.B. Smith

Dr I.S. Henderson
Mrs M. Henderson
Mrs J.E. King

Mr W.R.M. King
Mr I.M. Fergusson
Mr Neil Gray

2011

2012

2012

Elders’ Duty Rota
January 2012

Mr I.M. Grieve

Mr D.P. Beattie

Mr G.B.R. Cram
*11th Miss J. Laburn
*18'h Mrs K.N. Deas

Mr J.S. Carrol
*25™ Mr R.T. Lumsden
* 4th Mr M. J. Beattie

March 2012

Mr G.R. MacCallum
*5th Mr RL. Bennett
*26™ Mrs R. Beattie

Mrs A. Bell

Mr MR. Cunningham
*19th Mr K. Alexander

Dr C.H.M. Walker
*12th Dr J.M. Anderson

* = Leader

The Flower Calendar

" To beautify the place of my Sanctuary

December

January

February

4
11
18

25

1
8
15
22
29

5
12
19
26

”

Flower Fund

Christmas Flowers
Christmas Flowers
Christmas Flowers

Christmas Flowers

Mr Walter McNicoll

Mr and Mrs I.M. Fergusson
Mr and Mrs J.K. Mearns
Dr and Mrs J.M. Anderson

Mr and Mrs D.E. Meekison
Flower Fund

Mr and Mrs W.R.M. King

Rev Prof and Mrs M. Yamauchi

*29th
*8th

*1st
*22nd

*15th

*18th

*4th
*llth
*25Th



